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A pair for Paulin... 

Kawasakj Racing Team’s Gautier Paulin lights up at 
Agueda after winning his second motocross Grand 
Prix in a row and confirming his credentials as Tony 
Cairoli’s main threat for MX1 glory in 2013. Six down 
and eleven remaining, the FIM Motocross World 
Championship heads off to more red dirt this week 
where Beto Carrero in Brazil represents the last MXGP 
flyaway. Portugal was Paulin’s fourth MX1 career win 

Photo by Ray Archer 
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Talking point... 

It’s been debated, analysed and rewatched countless 
times but this - quite unbelievable - sight of the world 
champion being taught a lesson in racecraft by a 
MotoGP rookie (although perhaps the finest there has 
been) will no doubt end up being one of the definable 
moments of the 2013 campaign. There are still a lot of 
laps to run but this move to finish second on the last 
:or?T5rof the last lap at Jerez by Marc Marquez was 

?ger statement of his intent that the win in 
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Still electric... 

Ten times world champion Stefan Everts shows 
there is still some spring left in the throttle hand 
but the illuminated ‘gauge’ is a slight giveaway 
as to the purpose of the Belgian’s exhibitionism. 
OTOR asks S72 and others what they thought of the 
first high profile E-MX race in Europe 

Photo by Christophe Desmet 
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OTOR ASKED AROUND THE FIM MOTOCROSS WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 
PADDOCK TO SEE IF THE PREMIER CLASS OF THE SERIES COULD AND 

SHOULD ENTERTAIN A CHANGE OF CAPACITY LIMIT 

By Adam Wheeler, Photos by Ray Archer 


M X1 is currently set at 290 to 450cc with 
all of the main manufacturers competing 
in Grand Prix fielding 450cc bikes and only 
KTM thinking out of the box with the three 
times-title-winning 350SX-F. One of the immi¬ 
nent changes to the sport to be decided next 
month is a reduction in capacity to a size yet 
to be defined and then pitched to the brands 


for acceptance, effective from 2016. The moti¬ 
vation? To facilitate the progression from MX2 
(250cc four-stokes) to MX1 and also therefore 
lead to bigger participation in the premier 
class. The transition also carries with it distant 
echoes of safety with the evolution of the per¬ 
formance of 450cc machinery said to be too 
fast and too ‘much’ for modern motocross. 


WHO WIE ASKED 



Tony Cairoli, factory Red Bull 
KTM rider, four times MX1 
World Champion, 2009 with 
450cc Yamaha and the last 
three years with a 350SX-F KTM 




Clement Desalle, 23 year old 
factory Rockstar Energy Suzuki 
and GP winner in MX1 each 
year since 2009. Came directly 
into MX1 as a teenager in 2006 




Ken De Dycker, factory Red 
Bull KTM rider and winner 
of MX1 GPs with three other 
brands. Entered MX1 GP in 
2004 




Stefan Everts, Team Manager 
MX2 Red Bull KTM and three 
times MX1 World Champion 




Sylvain Geboers, Principal of 
Geboers Racing Promotions 
and Rockstar Energy Suzuki for 
over 20 years. Former 250cc 
Grand Prix winner 




Steve Guttridge, Racing Manag¬ 
er Kawasaki Motor Europe who 
overseers off-road and Super¬ 
bike racing co-ordination 




Roger Harvey, Off-road Racing 
Manager Flonda Motor Europe, 
former Grand Prix rider 


Jeffrey Herlings, factory Red 
Bull KTM rider, reigning MX2 
World Champion and undefeat¬ 
ed in MX2 in six GPs this year 


Laurens Klein Koerkamp, Rac¬ 
ing Manager Yamaha Motor Eu¬ 
rope co-ordinator of Yamaha’s 
racing policy in Europe 


Jake Nicholls, Nestaan JM 
Racing KTM rider in MX2, po- 
diumee in MX2 and one of the 
UK’s leading Grand Prix racers 


Gautier Paulin, French factory 
Kawasaki Racing Team rider, 
former MX2 GP winner, victor 
of the last two MX1 GPs in his 
second season in the class 

Tommy Searle, CLS Monster 
Energy Kawasaki Pro Circuit 
rider, former MX2 GP winner 
and MX1 rookie in 2013, the 
UK’s number one motocrosser 


Joel Roelants, Belgian factory 
Monster Energy Yamaha rider, 
former MX2 GP winner and MX1 
rookie in 2013 
















TOO POWERFUL...? 


450 four-strokes first came into play at the 
beginning of the century and the creation of 
MX1 in 2004 accommodated the new motor¬ 
cycles that merged 250cc and 500cc (and 
larger) two-strokes. Figures of horsepower 
have climbed from the mid-40s to the mid-50s 
in less than ten years but this rate of develop¬ 
ment has also seen a decrease in the decibel 
level (by at least 4dbs). In recent times the 
sophistication of fuel injection and electron¬ 
ics have seen an important part played by the 
likes of GPA (GET Power Assistance) and other 
manipulation of power delivery. In the FIM Mo- 
tocross World Championship average speeds 
and lap-times between MX1 and MX2 have nar¬ 
rowed and overlapped frequently - depending 
on the track - but are the 99kg MX1 machines 
really too much to handle? 



Cairoli: I don’t think 450s are too much but 
there are not many people who can ride them 
like they need to be ridden. There are only a 
few people who can really push them. They are 
not too much though...for example on some 
tracks like Sevlievo in Bulgaria the 350 was 
not enough in some places while the 450 was 
good. 

Guttridge: For a top MXGP rider then I would 
say that the 450F is the bike they aspire to 
mastering. The best riders in the world can 
utilise their power to weight ratio on the mod¬ 
ern tracks in order to take the most advantage 
from them. 

Desalle: I really like riding the 450 because 
the bike is powerful. I’ve never tried a 400 or a 
350 so it is difficult to speak about it but it is 
true that the tracks are becoming more techni¬ 
cal and tight so maybe a smaller and lighter 
bike would be better. It’s a tough question be¬ 
cause I really like the challenge of controlling 
the 450 out of the corners. 


Searle: I think you only have to look at Cairoli 
and what he is doing on that 350 - if it is a 
350 - and it looks like the ideal bike because 
he’s won three world championships with it. 

I think a 450 can be fun but it can also be a 
handful. I think as long are all on the same 
then it’s fine. 

Nicholls: I know already I’m riding 250s...but 
I think it is a good idea to reduce the capac¬ 
ity. Those things are too big and too fast. At 
some tracks riders will just be ‘bhar-bhar-bhar’ 
[mimics small throttle blibs], that can’t be fun. 
I’m perhaps too big for a 250 but someone like 
Jimmy Decotis...that 450 will be too much. 

Paulin: People could say ‘where are the strong 
athletes riding the fastest bikes? Like it is in FI 
or MotoGP’ and just because of this, a change 
for me would make no sense. I think the 450s 
now are strong and not easy to ride but they 
are safer than they were before. Our sport car¬ 
ries risk but we all know that. 





Harvey: Today’s 450 has evolved and it is 
honestly a reasonably easy bike to ride. A 
lot of guys are happy on it but I know it has 
also been said that they cannot race it. That’s 
another thing but you do race these bikes in 
another way. You have exceptional riders that 
blur the performance issues between 250s and 
450s. 


Roelants: The power is always welcome and 
you can choose it. You can have a lot or you 
can have lower delivery. The weight difference 
is quite big and with less weight then you’ll 
have more fun. 

Nicholls: You can see people getting tired on 
them in the motos. 


Herlings: I would want to pull out some good 
starts. Tony [Cairoli] manages it on a 350 but 
he is really light and I’m like 10-15 kilos heavi¬ 
er than him and it is so important to start well 
in MX1. 


Everts: It begins with the starts. If they were 
made more neutral then you could take the 
holeshot from anywhere whereas a track like 
Sevlievo will always reward those on the inside. 
If there was a different guy up front then may¬ 
be you would have a different race. Of course 
more neutral starts removes the point of quali¬ 
fication! 

Paulin: The power is not super-important. I like 
to ride the 250 and I also like the 450. I have 
friends who love to ride one bike or the other. 

If Kawasaki made a 300 then I would be curi¬ 
ous to try. 


Desalle: I don’t ask for less power because 
I like to handle the bike myself. I don’t like 
the electronics so much because it is nice to 
control the speed and also find a way to make 
a difference over other riders. I’m open to try 
new bikes but it would be strange to have new 
rules. With the 350 we can see that only one 
guy makes it work - he is the fastest guy - but 
he is the only one! 

Guttridge: Paulin wouldn’t have made the big 
double in Thailand every lap on a 250F for 
example but it was the most exciting thing for 
the crowd to witness and I’m sure he wasn’t 
complaining that the bike was too big, heavy 
or fast for him that day! 








Paulin: There are tracks where the 250 can 
have the same speed but I’m sure they are not 
tracks that a rider dreams about! 

Harvey: Back in the day we had 500cc two- 
strokes and they became unmanageable and 
too powerful for most people so the manu¬ 
facturers concentrated on 250cc two-strokes 
which then became stronger in power in a very 
short time and drew up to the level that the 
500s had been making. If you reduce the ca¬ 
pacity in the MX1 class then you will only end 
up producing the same power in three or four 
years time but costing a lot more to do it. 

Searle: I think if you had more people on a 
lower capacity bike then you will have better 
racing. If you put all the MX1 and MX2 guys 
on a 250F machine and sent them out on the 
track then the racing would be pretty good. If 
you put them all on 450s then it would carry 
on like it is now in MX1 where everyone settles 
in and goes at the best pace they can do. With 
a pack of 250s there would be some good bat¬ 
tling and people would ‘wanting it’ a bit more. 

If it were to go 300s then that wouldn’t bother 
me...l think it would be good fun. 


Everts: I don’t fully agree with that [Searle’s 
comment] because on a 450 you really need to 
handle the bike and use a bit more technique. 
In some ways the 450 is more physically de¬ 
manding and in others the 250 is just as much 
work, again it depends on the track. 

Nicholls: If we were all on 250s or 300s, or 
something like that, then it would a real blast. 




THE MOVE FROM MX2 AND BEING A CERTAIN AGE 


It seems the age limit of 23 years for MX2 has 
become an unpopular part of GP racing since 
its introduction three years ago. The motives 
were clear; to force a regular influx to the pre¬ 
mier class, MX1, and to prevent experienced 
riders from dropping out. 

It ignored the fact that some athletes were 
more naturally suited to a smaller machine 
and in a sense weakened the MX2 category but 
the biggest restrictor against the effectiveness 
of the ruling was the emergence of the Europe¬ 
an EMX250 series in the last three years. The 
competition was superbly elevated by Youth- 
stream to the position of a bona fide feeder 
contest and it leaves MX2 as a step-up but not 
an especially big one in terms of rider age and 
experience. 

The problem now is that abolishing the age 
rule might dent the goal of establishing the 
MXl/’MXGP’ class as the main showpiece, 
and it’s hard not to imagine the likes of Rui 
Goncalves, Shaun Simpson, Xavier Boog and 
Nicolas Aubin returning to a 250 and immedi¬ 
ately being competitive. Great for MX2, but a 
selection cut away from the premier class. 

The regulation also sets a firm clock on a 
rider’s development at Grand Prix level and 
this is something not so easy to manage if bad 
luck with injuries causes a few bumps in the 
career path of a youngster. Reducing the ca¬ 
pacity limit of the blue riband category is seen 
as a means of easing the path from MX2 to 
MX1 and would therefore negate the ‘finality’ of 
the 23 year limit... 



Paulin: The 23 age rule came in to push people 
to MX1 and now we might have another change 
to the premier class with the capacity of the 
engines; it feels like there is not much stability. 
MX1 is the best of the best and that is the way 
it should be. I don’t know what people think 
when they watch an MX1 or MX2 race on TV. 
When I’m racing a 250 you can pass through 
bumps or really hit berms and if you go wide 
open on a 450 you won’t be able to do what 
you want. You have to be professional and 
work a bit with your mind and respect the bike. 

Harvey: Why do we need an age limit in MX2? 
The young guys have potential and they are 
being watched all the time. As a rider your 
move to another category should be naturally 
motivated. If you let the sport naturally evolve 
then it will. There has been talk of Tommy 
Searle and why he hasn’t made the podium on 
an MX1 bike yet, well the fact that he has had 
only six GPs on a 450 - and no other races - 
might have something to do with it. You have 
to learn and adapt. 




450s: WHERE NOW? 


De Dycker: The 23 age rule is the worse thing 
and some riders are not cut out for the bigger 
bike or are not strong enough but then again 
you can play around with the engine power of 
a 450 so I don’t think the move to MX1 is such 
a big thing. 



Herlings: For a rider like Ken De Dycker, who is 
huge, to step back from a 450 to a 350 will not 
be so good but for some like Butron or Decotis 
- the small guys - it is a big step to move up 
to that bigger bike. It might be useful to have a 
bike somewhere in the middle. 

Roelants: A 350 or something might be easier 
for me in MX1 for the first year but it is hard 
to say. I don’t think something like a 400 will 
make much difference. 

Searle: I think coming into MX1 for the first 
year you have to be a bit reserved with the 
450. You cannot go crazy. You have to be 
smoother and go about the race a bit differ¬ 
ently compared to a 250. A lot of it is down 
to personal preference; I hear some riders try 
and make the 450 as fast as they possibly can 
while others want to calm it down and have the 
power coming smoothly from the engine. 

Herlings: I don’t know what Tommy has been 
doing all winter. If he has been lazy or if he has 
been training hard. I cannot really judge that 
but if he worked his ass off then there is no 


reason he cannot race that bike. [Ryan] ViI- 
lopoto is a small guy but he is racing a factory 
450 that is a beast and he wins everything 
with it. 

Desalle: I didn’t have another choice when I 
came into GP and would have taken an MX2 
bike if I had the chance. Suzuki Kurz gave me 
the opportunity to do supercross with a 250 
two-stroke and it was better and better every 
race. I got injured and then for the next year 
they suggested going to MX1 and I took the 
offer and it was really nice. It was difficult for 
the first two or three races but then I finished 
the season with seven points, and I was still in 
school at the time. 

Guttridge: For sure riders have to think about 
how to master the 450F (more than the MX2 
guys) over a 40 minute GP race and espe¬ 
cially in very physical conditions such as deep, 
rough sand or searing heat (or both!) but that’s 
what makes MX1 the premier class right now 
and also it’s what gives riders that have al¬ 
ready mastered MX2 the motivation to move 
up to a new challenge. 






Everts: In some ways moving up is a big step. 
When I moved up from 125s to 250s that was 
smaller but still I believe it depends on what 
type of tracks you have. If you have easier and 
faster tracks then being on a 450 in MX1 is 
easier. Tougher places like Valkenswaard where 
you need more power and to be able to pull 
the bike around is harder. Even if you brought 
down the capacity I think we will still be saying 
in five years that 'the step is big’ between the 
classes simply because the best riders always 
find their way to the front. If they bring MX1 
down then maybe they should do the same to 
MX2 because those 250s are also getting very 
fast. The horsepower we have is near 47-48 
and that’s a lot for those bikes and if you put a 
15 year old one then that’s already a huge ask. 

Paulin: We are in the ‘premier class’ and for 
me there is a normal line through MX2, learn¬ 
ing MX1 and then trying to do well. I like the 
MX2 bike and I could go back on it without any 
problems but for MX1 you need to be more 
physical and you need experience. 



Herlings: It is a big step and the competition is 
not as high in MX2 as it is in MX1. 

De Dycker: I’ve ridden 450s from all the Japa¬ 
nese brands except Kawasaki and it was never 
really a problem for me. The first year I raced 
was on an MX3 bike, a 520 KTM and I jumped 
straight onto that from a 125! That was pretty 
strong but I’ve always been quite a heavy guy 
and with enough muscle to handle any bike. 

I want as much power in the bottom of the 
power band as possible, carrying speed out of 
the corner is so important and something that 
is essential at many tracks. 






450s: WHERE NOW? 









450s: WHERE NOW? 


MANUFACTURING... 


Youthstream are reasonably ‘hopeful’ that the 
manufacturers might consent to a new capac¬ 
ity ruling. The regulation might go ahead any¬ 
way from 2016 and the true emphasis of the 
FIM Motocross World Champion as a ground 
for prototypes might be further emboldened. 
With most of the main brands chiefly bas¬ 
ing their production around 250cc and 450cc 
four-strokes it would be the first major shift in 
engineering since 2004. 


Harvey: It would have to be a lengthy time 
frame if the rumours are true about reduc¬ 
ing the capacity because we are planned-out. 
Honda have ideas for the next eight-ten years. 
They know which bikes they are producing and 
they don’t expect chops-and-changes to the 
bikes that are to be raced. Having said that, it 
is something that can be done and has been in 
the past. 

De Dycker: Having less power won’t be such a 
big problem for me and if everyone is on the 
same capacity then that’s fine also. The tracks 
tend to change between fast and slow so there 
usually isn’t one person or bike with any ad¬ 
vantage. My feelings are that the manufactur¬ 
ers want to get better and faster rather than 
limited and slower. 

Geboers: The performance of the 450 is OK. 

I understand that even 350 or 400 can be a 
good tool to do motocross but we live in a 
world where the motorcycles are not produced 
by the teams, they are produced by the manu¬ 
facturers. If they want to stay with 450s then 
we have to follow them; we have no options. If 
you look to AMA Supercross then the 450 is 
fine, so why shouldn’t it be OK for motocross? 
MX1 is open up to 450 so everyone has a free 
choice and only one brand is running a 350, 
even if that bike has been world champion for 
the past three years. 
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Klein Koerkamp: For sure current 450 bikes 
are not easy to handle but bikes at the top of 
the main class never are; that’s why they are 
special. In the past an FZR1000 road bike with 
145hp was considered almost too much. Today 
we have close to 200hp road production ma¬ 
chines that are widely accepted in the market 
and can be handled well by experienced rid¬ 
ers. Development continues in the engine and 
chassis field for all production models, and 
that also contributes to improved bike control. 


Klein Koerkamp: Today the MX1 regulations 
allow a capacity between 290 and 450cc so 
there is no problem as motocross is a proto¬ 
type category. If a smaller capacity machine 
was clearly the best, fastest, easiest to control 
and safest all teams would be using a smaller 
capacity machine. But as I understand from 
the outside even within KTM it seems to differ 
per rider. At the same time I don’t know if their 
‘350’ labelled GP machine really has a 350cc 
engine. After all, it’s a prototype class. 


Harvey: The 450 has been made easier and 
easier but maybe it will be a natural phase-out 
if demand is not there because they are too 
powerful. We are talking primarily GP but don’t 
forget GP is not about the whole world, and 
other markets and disciplines are not look¬ 
ing to change. The 450 is a common engine, 
especially in Honda and the technology is used 
in other areas. 



Nicholls: I went to a local event last week and 
I rode a friend’s two-stroke just for a bit of fun 
but then I watched the Expert category. Most 
were on 450s because they felt that is the bike 
they need to get out of the start but when they 
were coming around the corners they were 
barely opening the gas. The guys in the other 
classes on 125s and two-strokes were full-on, 
sliding around and it looked much more fun. 


Harvey: If, for example, a 350 was a good 
capacity then I think you would see a lot more 
riders on 350s and at the moment there is just 
one special rider on that bike. If he was on a 
450 he’d be the same. 

Cairoli: I chose the 350 because I’m pretty 
skinny, I’m 67 kilos, and the 450 is physically 
demanding. They are bigger people than me in 
the MX1, like my team-mate, and a 450 allows 
them to do their best. I’m surprised more peo¬ 
ple are not riding 350s with the tracks that we 
have in GPs. Most of them are not so fast but 
in America it is a different situation and the 
tracks are wider and longer and with heavier 
ground. 





Geboers: I haven’t seen any signal or any sign 
with our manufacturer that we will go to some¬ 
thing like 350 and for production reasons they 
use a 450 for other activities and I think that is 
important. Motocross is not Formula One and 
we cannot asked the manufacturers to only 
make engines for the world championship...it’s 
just not that big! We should learn to live in the 
margins we have. The manufacturers will sit 
together soon but one thing is for sure, if the 
sport goes in the direction of a lower capacity 
then our manufacturer will need three years to 
do it. That is the cycle of doing new engines 
and putting them into production and on sale. 


Paulin: The FIM, Youthstream and other people 
seem to want to compare our sport with things 
like FI or MotoGP and this ambition is really 
good. You cannot drive or ride MotoGP or FI 
and it is also hard to get into. Here, with a real 
factory bike, there is normally more power 
than a production bike but the step is much 
closer and that goes for the sport overall with 
the riders, paddock and the whole scene being 
accessible and close together. I think we have 
a really good FIM Motocross World Champi¬ 
onship right now so why change? For the talk 
about a one-hour TV show to try and reach 
more spectators this is a good idea but some 
riders are born to stay in MX2 and others to go 
into MX1. 










Red Bull KTM’s Italian factory rider Tony Cairoli takes his third consecutive 
MX1 World Championship title for KTM. The six-times Motocross Champion has won 
around half of all the races in 2012 on his KTM 350 SX-F and has taken more than 80 
percent of the available points - GRANDE TONY! 


READY TO RACE 
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SUES BLOG 


IN THE WINGS 

By Adam Wheeler 


T wo issues previously in OTOR we ran a story 
about MX1 World Champion Tony Cairoli 
heading over to take on the best of the AMA. It 
was a deserved focus as Cairoli was - and is - 
still very much hot: the complete package. After 
six rounds of the series however his limelight is 
shrinking ever so slightly and being invaded by a 
rider a few metres away on the other side of the 
factory KTM awning. 


Jeffrey Herlings is reaching a position where he 
is becoming the fastest, bravest and most un¬ 
stoppable rider in the world (in the framework 
of Grand Prix, perhaps beyond). The clamour 
to see Cairoli represent the best GP has to offer 
outside of the annual festival that is the Moto- 
cross of Nations is being eroded by the build-up 
around Herlings. 

First the stats. Herlings is just eighteen and 
already has twenty-two Grand Prix victories. 
Before he can legally have a beer in the USA 
he is set to become Holland’s most successful 
motocrosser (just five more to beat Dave Stri- 
jbos) and enter the higher echelons of the ‘all- 
time’ FIM list. He is undefeated in six rounds and 
twelve motos this year and won eighteen races 
and nine events in 2012; a term where his im¬ 
petuosity was turned down a notch. Some way¬ 
ward personal incidents aside, the rough edges 
were polished to such a fine degree that a rider 
with the speed and talent of Tommy Searle was 
unable to do much about him. 


Herlings is not an archetypal MX2 rider. He is 
almost 6ft and with an irrepressible style that 
sees him throw the 250SX-F around like a two- 
stroke. To the uninitiated it sometimes looks 
like he is on the edge of disaster but he barely 
crashes and has only sustained one substantial 
injury in four years of Grand Prix, a dislocated 
shoulder that prematurely ended his outstanding 
debut season in 2010. He is currently beating 
the MX2 pack by minute of race-time and post¬ 




NO LONGER... 


ing lap chronos that would see him fronting the I 
MXl field as well...on a 250. At the moment Her¬ 
lings holds the unbeatable combination of youth, 
energy, fitness, supreme confidence, and a touch 
of arrogance. It is hard to find a weakness. Sup¬ 
posed training sessions where the Dutchman is 
pounding out Grand Prix motos and then burst¬ 
ing a vessel in the final two laps of the distance 
means that he is as hardworking as he is skilled 
(perhaps this is where Stefan Everts deserves 
credit). Herlings best lap-time came on the 20th 
circulation of 21 in Portugal. 

Between motos we found him lying on the sofa 
in the hospitality unit at Agueda, joking around 
with his girlfriend. I asked if he could make 
the MX2 contest a bit more interesting and try 
entering the gate facing the wrong way. Herlings 
laughed off the suggestion but does quite like 
the banter. He gives off an aura of being the 
best, and the comfort, elation and confidence 
that goes with it. ‘84’ is not just winning but he 
is crushing, and it is a rare phenomenon for a 
professional athlete. 

If the - frankly - impossible happened and Her¬ 
lings won all the remaining motos this season 
and his nearest threat, team-mate Jordi Tixier, 
finished second every time then the teenager 
will have successfully regained his crown by 
the Grand Prix of Belgium at Bastogne in mid- 
August, two rounds before the series concludes 
at Lierop and home turf for Herlings. That leaves 
an AMA ride at Lake Elsinore the following 
weekend a real possibility if he doesn’t fancy the 
MXGP Festival/British Grand Prix at Matterley 
Basin. This season anyway American fans will be 
unable to marvel at his sand skills as the Moto X 
338 National at Southwick falls on the same fix¬ 
ture as the popular Grand Prix of Sweden. MXl 
surely beckons for 2013 and Herlings strongly 
denied rumours in Portugal that he is looking 
to vacate the KTM camp with a year still on his 
contract. Cairoli and Herlings in MXl? Scary stuff 
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GRAND PRIX OF PORTUGAL 

AGUEDA ■ MAY 5th ■ Rnd 6 of 17 

MX1 winner: Gautier Paulin, Kawasaki 
MX2 winner: Jeffrey Herlings, KTM 
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Eventual Grand Prix winner Paulin and 
Clement Desalle fight it out for second place 
in the second moto. The clash was a close 
one - like Paulin’s chase with Cairoli in the 
first race - with a spectacular end on the 
penultimate lap. Watch the video to see how 
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'WJien^Hdrlings starts like this 
contest is already over before the MX2 
pack hits the first apex. Jose Butrprj (17) 
bursts forth.for the third podium of the 
year and his GP career 
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Nobody was more frustrated at Agueda than 
Evgeny Bobryshev. The factory Honda rider 
attempted a comeback from a broken fibia 
a practice crash led to a knock on the 
head and another session on the sidelines 
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Cairoli carries his front brake on the last 
lap of the first moto after a fantastic duel 
with Paulin culminated in a rare crash for 
‘222’ while fighting for the win. Check out 
the video to see how the world champion 
effectively lost the Grand Prix 


ORTUGAI. 


12 





'~Z— 






Cairoli in practice. Agueda normally 
benefits from some rainfall. Either in the 
build-up or across the weekend but the 
dry conditions meant a bumpy, rutty and 
brutal track; arguably the most technical 
and physical of the season 















Podium number two for Dean Ferris who 
continues to impress-and still took second 
place even though he fell from the runner- 
up spot to sixth in the first moto. The 
Australian said that going for second place 

is like fighting for the win in MX2 

■ 


Home Grand Prix for the ever popular and 
professional Rui Goncalves. '999’ is still 
the only Portuguese in the history of the 
sport to triumph in front of his home fans. 
He was tenth overall on the Ice One KTM 
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Herlings supreme for race wins over a 
minute ahead of his MX2 rivals 








Tommy Searle was one of the stand- - 
out performers at Agueda, rising 
through the pack to almost snatch 
third position (he missed it by half a 
second) despite a broken middle finger 


CLASSIFICATION & WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 


MX1 OVERALL RESULT 

Riders 

1 

Gautier Paulin, FRA 

Kawasaki 

2 

Tony Cairoli, ITA 

KTM 

3 

Clement Desalle, BEL 

Suzuki 

4 

Ken De Dycker, BEL 

KTM 

5 

Tommy Searle, GBR 

Kawasaki 


MXl WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 
STANDINGS (after 6 of 17 rounds) 

Riders 

Points 

l 

Tony Cairoli 

280 

2 

Gautier Paulin 

242 

3 

Clement Desalle 

227 

4 

Ken De Dycker 

217 

5 

Kevin Strijbos 

183 


MX2 OVERALL RESULT 

Riders 

l 

Jeffrey Herlings, NED 

KTM 

2 

Dean Ferris, AUS 

Yamaha 

3 

Jose Butron, SPA 

KTM 

4 

Jordi Tixier, FRA 

KTM 

5 

Christophe Charlier, FRA 

Yamaha 


MX2 WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 
STANDINGS (after 6 of 17 rounds) 

Riders 

Points 

l 

Jeffrey Herlings 

300 

2 

Jordi Tixier 

219 

3 

Glen Coldenhoff 

183 

4 

Jose Butron 

178 

5 

Christophe Charlier 

171 








































MXGP PORTUGAL 



Desalle was rampant on Saturday and 
clocked pole position with victory in the 
qualification heat. A fourth win on the 
bounce in Portugal was unfounded as the 
Belgian struggled to pass Paulin and Cairol 


One of a pretty decent attendance at 
Agueda (left) while Jake Nicholls could 
have done with a beer after a bike 
problem in the second moto tossed 
away another likely podium finish 
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PAST | PRESENT | FUTURE 

SCOTT SPORTS IS TEAM PRO CIRCUIT'S LONGEST RUNNING SPONSOR 
WITH SUPPORT DATING BACK TO THE 1970'S. WE ARE PROUD TO HAVE 
BEEN A PART OF PRO CIRCUIT'S CHAMPIONSHIP PROGRAM SINCE THE 
BEGINNING AND LOOK FORWARD TO A BRIGHT FUTURE. 














Feature 


By Adam Wheeler, Photos by Ray Archer 


ONE CYCLING BRAND IS PUSHING HARD IN 
MOTORSPORTS SO OTOR WENT ALONG TO 
THEIR BASE IN CALIFORNIA TO FIND OUT 
WHY AND HOW... 



































T hrough paddocks and social media photos 
it seems like professional motorsport stars 
spend as much time on another set of wheels 
as they do their own race machinery and for 
some of the biggest names in motocross and 
road racing there is clearly one company 
invading the scene more than others. It is not 
easy to ignore Specialized, and OTOR asked 
a few MotoGP and MX faces and had to go to 
the nerve centre of the American company’s 
operation in Morgan Hill, California to find out 
how and why this brand is enlarging its pres¬ 
ence among the petrolheads... 


IF YOU WANNA TRAIN THEN GET PEDALLING 


“Over the last ten to fifteen years these mo- 
torsports athletes have been drawn towards 
cycling as a training tool and it ties directly 
into what they do,” says Specialized Global PR 
Manager Sean Estes. “Guys like Aldon Baker 
[renowned South African trainer and moun¬ 
tain-biker] and some of the more prominent 
trainers have brought it to the forefront. As the 
guys have become more aware of cycling and 
the next generations like Adam Ciancirarulo 
have come through and taken it onboard it has 
become accepted as one of the main training 
methods. Of course they are doing cross train¬ 
ing and cardio but just to get on the bike is 
one of the things these guys know they have to 
do if they want to win. I think cycling is one of 
the most common links across all the champi¬ 
ons that you can find.” 

David Philippaerts, Italy’s first MX1 World 
Champion, Honda Gariboldi rider: “For me 
I think a big emphasis in my training is 50- 
50 between the bicycle and running. I think a 
bicycle and good running shoes are the two 
most important things you need away from the 
motocross bike.” 


Nicky Hayden, USA’s last MotoGP Champion 
and factory Ducati Corse rider: “Beyond the 
great cardio you can get from cycling the leg 
strength also really helps on the motorcycle 
for weighting the pegs. We really use our legs 
more then people realize when changing direc¬ 
tions.” 

Estes: “I reckon Johnny O’Mara and Bob Han¬ 
nah [American MX Champions] were the first 
of the top guys to really start to use bicycles 
for training and part of their supercross prep 
but I know that Johnny has been racing moun¬ 
tain bikes for years now and is still wining 
cross country titles for his age group. So some 
motorsport guys have migrated from their 
own world to racing bicycles and Ben Bostrum 
is another who looks to be cycling more and 
more.” 

Cal Crutchlow, UK’s top MotoGP racer with 
Monster Energy Tech3 Yamaha: “I ride prob¬ 
ably as much as most professionals do. I 
ride a lot, especially in the winter; I managed 
5800km in 59 days in California over the win¬ 
ter break. If I have a full week at home I try to 



SPECIALIZED 


do a twenty-five hour week but it’s difficult to 
keep on the bike with all the traveling. Most of 
my friends tend to say that MotoGP is getting 
in the way of my cycling career, haha.” 

Tony Cairoli, reigning MX1 World Champion 
and six times title holder, Red Bull KTM: “I 

didn’t really train much with bicycles but for 
the last two years I am doing more than be¬ 
fore. I’m still not really a ‘super’ cycling guy 
but I do it more often now.” 


Estes: “Ricky Carmichael was one of the first 
motocross athletes to really link up with us. He 
was training with Aldon who is a former Pro 
mountain biker and approached us and the 
relationship began. The link was soon made 
with the Hayden brothers and then Chad Reed 
around the same time. James Stewart came 
onboard and it started growing. We have a high 
level of respect and admiration for what they 
do and it turns out that these elite guys are 
fans of our brand and what we do. It started 
as a friendship but is has grown and there is a 
marketing component involved.” 




Feature 


THEY ARE THE CHOICE OF RACERS 

Philippaerts: “In Italy I was the first in 2010 
and then Cairoli also went with Specialized. In 
Europe there were not really any brands com¬ 
ing into motocross and we need good bicycles. 
This year I have been doing more mountain 
bike because it is a bit easier on my wrists 
compared to always being on the road. The 
mountain bike has the suspension and there is 
a clear link with motocross.” 

Estes: “Specialized was maybe a slightly fresh 
face in motorcycle sport and for sure those 
relationships with the top athletes help steer 
perceptions of how people look at us. Nowa¬ 
days with social media and web analytics you 
can quantify so much stuff. Whereas before 
you had to judge if an association or a project 
was working now you can make a video - like 
the one we did recently with Ryan Villopoto - 
put it on Youtube and see exactly what kind of 
reach and impression-hit we’re getting. Not to 
mention people talking about it or the other 
media outlets that picked it up and shared it”. 




SPECIALIZED 


Hayden: “Over the years, I’ve had opportuni¬ 
ties to meet some of the company’s profes¬ 
sional athletes and I’ve got a lot of respect for 
what they do. Cyclists and motorcycle racers 
just seem like a natural fit: two wheels are two 
wheels! A bicycle sponsor is always special 
because we use them so much in our training, 
and Specialized obviously has a great image 
and product line.” 



Estes: “The best thing is having an activity in 
common that both parties enjoy. We’ll call up 
an athlete and they’ll be excited about a pro¬ 
ject we want to do with them because it’s not 
the normal project for Dunlop tyres or the an¬ 
nual shoot for something. All that training, all 
those obligations, all the deals with the agents, 
the travelling and the moto all year round... 
when we go to them and say ‘let’s talk cycling 
for a little bit’ we get a positive ‘time out’ ap¬ 
proach. We are lucky it is such a breeze.” 
“Sometimes [investing in motorsports] does 
substantiate itself when you see other people 
in the industry trying to follow, particularly 
on the dirt side where we’ve seen some other 
brands come in and try to do some stuff. We 
were lucky that our presence started very 
naturally. Some other people now are trying to 
establish links in motorsport but at the same 
time are asking ‘why should we do that’? If 
that question remains then it will not be so 
easy to succeed. With us it wasn’t about mar¬ 
keting success to begin with, we just entered 
into it without a business angle but we saw 
that it made sense and brought benefits on the 
marketing side.” 


Crutchlow: “I have been with Specialized a 
long time and wouldn’t change. They give me 
great support and come out with such innova¬ 
tive new things all the time. We look for the 
best in Grand Prix racing and Specialized do 
the same with bicycles.” 

Estes: “We definitely get feedback from the 
guys and I think Bostrum is the most vocal and 
engaged. With his depth of experience in mo¬ 
torcycle racing he is really keyed into the mi¬ 
nor details on the technical side. A few months 
ago he came up for a visit and went out for a 
ride with us and did so well; that guy is so fit. 
We set up meetings with the product managers 
because he rides a lot and they shared notes. 
On the road side, one of our guys in R&D is 
Chris D’Alusio who is a former racer so they 
started riffing on so much stuff to do with the 
handling and went to a whole different place 
way over my head. There was quite a bit in 
that conversation that could easily work into 
further evolution of bicycles and products.” 

Philippaerts: “It was easy to feel the difference 
with their bikes, especially with the mountain 
bike with the downhills and uphills and it was a 
surprise to me that bicycles can have different 
handling, just like motocross bikes. It is in the 
riding position and the materials of the bicycle. 
It is two years now I have been using the bike 
over-and-over and have never had a problem 
or needed to change anything.” 
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YOU WONT FIND A COOLER BRAND 


OTOR: Along with Trek, Specialized is one of 
the best-selling brands in cycling. Morgan Hill 
is one of three locations for Specialized in the 
U.S. and houses around a third of the thou¬ 
sand-strong workforce the company has on a 
global level. The 19,000m2 facility in California 
is suitably shiny but not over-imposing as we 
roll up for our visit. Inside however the layout 
of the space and the various departments we 
are shown reveal a facility very much in tune 
with the design and construction of sumptuous 
lines of bikes we see dotted around corridor 
‘parking’ space and hooked onto wall racks for 
company lunchtime ‘ride outs’. 

Passing the dealer interaction rooms (for 
teaching and presentations), poking our heads 
into the impressive lab facility where athletes 
can have their profile individually mapped onto 
their bicycles, we also stumble upon some 
other infrastructure that are quite jaw-drop¬ 
ping. The fully equipped gym and locker room 
and easy access to Specialized product gives 
the impression that it is easy for any of the 
350 workers here to keep in good shape. Bust¬ 
ing a gut at a computer and then with weights 
or on the road is off set by a stylish and im¬ 
mense diner that wouldn’t look out of place 
if you were taking a girl on a date. Outside, in 
the rear parking lot, there is a dirt cyclocross 
track. 


Skirting past the R&D section that is fenced off 
and given a set of barbed wire for extra theat¬ 
rical value we come to the showroom, which 
is basically a two-storey mock shop and con¬ 
tains the full spectrum of Specialized bicycles 
and output. It is like Aladdin has uttered a few 
words and a treasure cave has revealed itself. 
The ‘shop’ is used for events and marketing 
promo demonstrations. It is hard not to wan¬ 
der around with a wish list, particularly when 
there are no prices on the gear and bikes. Up¬ 
stairs the admin space is all timber and open 
plan and exactly how you’d expect a modern 
American office atrium to be. Back through the 
factory and we arrive to the mini museum area 
that carries a special moment to South African 
racer Burry Standee It is an environment that 
breathes cycling and athleticism...and starts 
to make you feel a bit bad about that grande 
Caramel Latte you had that morning... 





OTOR: From within the Specialized office it is 
hard to imagine there is actually a rough eco¬ 
nomical landscape outside. You can pay good 
dollar for their material and the set-up in Mor¬ 
gan Hill is forward-thinking and breathes suc¬ 
cess but their set-up in motorsports is helping 
awareness of the brand at a time when people 
are perhaps taking an extra pause before any 
hefty purchases. 

Estes: “There are always budgets that have to 
be met and audits ongoing. You don’t want to 
veer too far off into one direction - like motor- 
sports - and lose site of other goals. The big 
team here works together to make the motor- 
sports thing happen because it exists and is 
real. We are allowed to do it because we are 
succeeding in what we need to do every day. 
With your hard work comes the bit of fun and 
in this case the fun happens to bring a great 
return for the company as well.” 


Estes: “A large handful of people here at Mor¬ 
gan Hill are into motorsports. They ride dirt- 
bikes and we reserve tracks and have track 
days. Even stuff like karting. Up near the air¬ 
port we have one of the largest indoor circuits 
in America; we just love motorsports.” 


Cairoli: “Specialized have the best products 
and it was nice to make a collaboration. I use 
the road bike more than the mountain bike; I 
get dirty enough on the track as it is! I didn’t 
know there were so many motocrossers and 
motorsport people using the brand but the 
important reason for me was that I could see 
there are people at Specialized who are very 
passionate about motocross.” 

Estes: “We keep looking around, observing and 
evaluating and searching for opportunities. I 
think that open-mindedness and the success it 
has brought in many areas has allowed us to 
dabble even more. We see if something works 
and then look to do it even better. For example 
it has got to the point now where we are doing 
these annual Anaheim rides where we engage 
the athletes and, man, we have people like 
McGrath, Wil Hahn, the Hayden brothers, Cal 
Crutchlow doing the mountain bike and even 
the road rides. To have that group and some of 
the best motorsports athletes in history is fan¬ 
tastic and impactful. We’ve done more videos, 
we’ve become more involved with Ben Spies 
and his Elbowz cycling team, with Cal and his 
Isle of Man group. We learn as we go.” 
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WIE LCO M E 
BACK 


By Adam Wheeler, Photos by Ray Archer 

A fter the success of the inaugural visit by the 
Ricky Carmichael University to Europe and 
the UK last summer the second overseas edition 
of the exclusive schooling experience by ‘RC’ and 
his crack-group of instructors will happen again 
and is now only nine weeks away. RCU Europe will 
again be visiting the sandy track of Fatcat in Don¬ 
caster in the UK on July 11th and 12th and limited 
places are still up for grabs. 

The supercross and motocross legend checked- 
in to speak a bit about coming to Europe again, 
plans for expansion and even former AMA and 
World MX Champ Grant Langston joining the 
team. 





European fans and riders were able to sample 
RCU for the first time last year. What would 
you say to people who have not yet attended 
and are thinking about it? 

RC: You know, I love giving back to the sport 
and it has lead to the Ricky Carmichael Uni¬ 
versity programme. It is like an ‘experience’. 

I have all my sponsors involved with Monster 
and Fox and we have giveaways and the whole 
deal. We don’t want people to think that we are 
just there to turn up and take the money. We 
want them to learn something, and to have a 
great experience around us and throughout the 
day. We want the parents of the kids to have 
learned something, and riders of all ages to 
come away having had a great time, got some 
cool gifts and gained knowledge in terms of 
their riding. We also have the personalities 
involved with myself, Jeff Stanton, Jeff Emig 
and Grant Langston this year. I think we have 
tapped onto something really cool and I have 
a great time doing it and I think everybody 
involved does. In the end it is all about the 


How will the second European edition be a bit 
different to the first? 

RC: There are always things you can do bet¬ 
ter...that’s human nature. I feel that we set the 
bar pretty high last time so we at least need to 
keep it where it is! I think we’ll change a few 
small logistical things and I believe we have 
a pretty good routine in terms of giving each 
individual rider their own bit of time with all 
the instructors. For the first few Universities 
in the U.S. I used to just float around but I will 
now keep on working a specific section and 
that way I will get time with everybody. That’s 
important to me. I want people to feel like they 
have gotten their time. 


What about taking RCU to other countries in 
Europe? 

RC: I think there is a big market for it over in 
Europe and we’re working on it but the biggest 
thing that worries me is the language barrier. 
There is so much dialogue, talking and explain¬ 
ing going on that I don’t want any of it to get 
lost; it would be horrible. I know we could do 
it in a lot of cool places like Belgium, Holland 
and France but there is a lot of talking! 


Ricky, so Europe-bound again... 

RC: Yeah, and one of the things I love about 
coming to Europe is that the fans are so loyal, 
and so into the sport. They don’t go along 
because it’s something to do on a Saturday. It’s 
cool that they’re so passionate. 


experience, making riders better and helping 
them achieve their goals. 







RCUEUROPE 


Some kids from other places in the continent 
might feel like they are missing out... 

RC: You’re exactly right! More European RCUs 
are definitely on the radar and we’ve had some 
serious talks about but we just need to figure 
out a way we can effectively convey our mes¬ 
sage. My biggest fear is coming over there, 
making the experience but people getting ‘lost’ 
because we’re talking too fast or there is a just 
a breakdown of understanding. We talk a lot 
because it’s the only way to convey how, where 
and what you should be doing for better results. 
It [more Euro RCUs] is definitely an avenue we 
want to go. 

RCU seems to be getting bigger and more 
established...no slowing down for you then just 
yet? 

RC: Yeah! But if I put more RCU on the table 
then I can turn down a lot of other things. I 
won’t be bogging myself down. My summers 
are pretty flexible and the only time it gets a 
bit crazy is during supercross season but I’ll do 
everything in moderation! 


What about Grant Langston joining the team? 
A rider with a lot of experience but with Jamie 
Dobb helping with the European set-up there 
is a bit of juicy history there after their tussle 
for the 2000 125cc World Championship... 

RC: There is some history there! But we all 
grow up and we’re all adults with children now. 

I think Grant brings a lot to the table. He’s a 
former World and national Champion and is 
very articulate. He’s great with people and 
that’s what it’s all about; to be able to give that 
personal feeling. GL onboard is a win-win for 
us. 

And going back to the Fatcat circuit in July. 
How do you feel about that? 

RC: I’m really excited about going back. Eve¬ 
rybody at Fatcat and those that assist us over 
there like Jamie and his wife Naomi and a few 
other people behind the scenes helped with a 
phenomenal first experience. We did get lucky 
with the weather in the UK and I hope it will be 
the same this year. The track was great actual¬ 
ly...and the best part was seeing all the smiles 
on the faces. 
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Pack the limousine and head off on a relaxed trip. 

Accelerate the sports car dynamically out of the corners. 

Pilot the SUV along dirt tracks and across wild streams. 

For this you need three cars or just one motorcycle - the new 
KTM 1190 ADVENTURE! Fully specced with high-tech equipment 
for all your adventures-no matter where in the world! 


STANDARD EQUIPMENT: THE NEW KTM 1190 ADVENTURE 

150 HP (110 KW)/230 KG INCL. 23 LITRES OF FUEL 

C-ABS/TRACTION CONTROL WITH 4 MODES + OFF 

15,000 KM SERVICE INTERVALS 

COMPREHENSIVE TECHNOLOGY AND 
SAFETY PACKAGES 

YOU CAN FIND ALL THE FEATURES AT 
WWW.KTM.COM 
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LOOKING ON... 

By Steve Matthes 



A s with any book or chapter that comes to 
an end, we do learn a few things along with 
the way and the end of the 17 round SX series I 
thought I’d write out a few things that I’ve taken- 
onboard this year. 

I’ve learned that Ryan Villopoto is truly going to 
be among the best ever when he hangs it up. 
Regardless of what he says to the fact that he 
doesn't care or pay attention to where he ranks 
with the legends, he’s right there with anyone. 
Three straight supercross crowns, fifth on the all- 
time win list and climbing. Villopoto, somewhat 
quietly, is to be looked at with the all-time greats, 
no doubt about it. 


We learned that as the seasons tick past, it’s go¬ 
ing to get harder and harder for Yoshimura Su¬ 
zuki's James Stewart and Team Two-Two’s Chad 
Reed to try break their tie of two supercross titles 
each. Both racers didn’t have their best years in 
2013 with Stewart getting one win and Reed shut¬ 
out for only the second time in his career. No one 
in the history of the sport has gone more than 
two seasons without winning a title and we’re now 
at least three seasons for both of the vets. Both 
riders saw their bodies let them down as well, as 
Stewart sat out a bunch of races and Reed had 
minor knee surgery and missed one race. I don’t 
think the question of do these two have another 
title in them is appropriate, I think it’s more like 
do they have more race wins in them? This sport 
stops for no one. 

I learned that besides the obvious choice in Red 
Bull KTM’s Ryan Dungey, it will be that kid Mus¬ 
cle Milk Honda’s Justin Barcia that comes on 
strong in 2014. Barcia won two races, was a force 
in others but he did struggle at times with being 
consistent. But what rookie doesn’t? I believe that 
we'll see Dungey's usual consistency and Rock- 
star Racing’s Davi Millsaps continue his efficient 


riding but you watch, Barcia will be Villopoto's 
main challenger in 2014. 

As we laid out above in regards to Reed and 
Stewart, this sport stops for nobody and next 
year, we're going to see the two 250SX champi¬ 
ons and the runner-up in the west in the 450SX 
class. Red Bull KTM’s Ken Roczen, GEICO 
Honda’s Wil Hahn and Eli Tomac are all making 
the jump up to the big boys and it's just going to 
expand an already deep field. Villopoto’s going for 
four in a row but the usual challengers and these 
kids will be there to stop him. 



“Nobody in the sport 
has gone more than two 
seasons without a title...” 


I learned that the supercross track designs can 
alter the series itself and I hope that the powers- 
that-be fully digested this observation this year. 
After an injury-decimated libe-up in 2012, the 
guys encountered the most basic of tracks for 
the first half of the year. They were so simple that 
six out of the first eight rounds saw the holeshot 
winner go on to win the race. The riders were all 
doing the exact same thing at the same time. At 
one event the top nine were all within a second of 
each other in qualifying. 

That's not supercross racing, that's road racing. 

But in the second half of the schedule the layouts 
became noticeably tougher, the whoops got big¬ 
ger and we saw some great racing. We need the 
stars to make mistakes or produce a supreme 
performance to stand ahead of the rest and early 
on it was a freight train going at it. We hope the 
steep learning curve for the continues on in 2014. 
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The Honda 150 European Championship is the exciting new youth class 
competing at the FIM Motocross World Championship. The goal of the 
series is to provide young 11 to 14 year old racers with an equal opportunity 
to showcase their talent at the FIM Motocross World Championship. With 
the Honda CRF150 they have the perfect motorcycle with which to develop 
the essential 4-stroke riding skills for a career in modern Motocross, and 
as all the bikes are completely equal it is the best racer on the day who 
wins! The series Champion will be awarded the dream prize of a fully 
supported ride in the EMX 250 Championship with a top Honda team.* 

2013 Honda 150 European Championship 

Round 1 - France, Ernee, 9th June 
Round 2 - Italy, Maggiora, 16th June 
Round 3 - Germany, Lausitzring, July 28. 

Round 4 - Belgium, Bastogne, 18th August 
Round 5 - Great Britain, Matterly Basin, 25th August 
Plus one round to be confirmed. 




a 






For further information please visit www.honda150championship.com 





MotoGP 


lotoGP winner: Dani Pedrosa', Honda 
<pto2 winner: Tito Rabat* Kalex . - 
|^o3 winner: Maverick Vtnales, KTM 
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rearosa wno nas yei 10 Timsn 
the podium at the track in eight 
appearances in the MotoGP class.^ 
The Honda rider answered his critics^ 
- some also having their opinions 
rebuked away from the asphalt - by 
taking his second win at the Grand 
Prix and first at the venue since 2008 
^ ' _. * “ 














Marquez charges at Lorenzo in typical 
style as the Spanish domination 
continues in MotoGP. ‘Remember when 
I passed you on the inside...’ Rossi gives 
some tips to his team-mate 
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Jerez saw the whole circus role into town. 
Ducati even brought their lab bike with 
Michele Pirro (below). Cal Crutchlow again 
raced in pain thanks to a hefty practice 
‘off’ while Rabat is all smiles in Moto2 
(bottom right) but Redding and Espargaro 
keep their eyes on the bigger prize 

































Redding shows that Marquez 
does not have the monopoly on 
elbow-scrapers. His podium at 
Jerez marked a first for the Brit 
at the Andalucian circuit 






p Ww 


Lorenzo is obscured by 
Honda’s on a weekend where 
he celebrated his 101st 
podium, eleven years of GP 
racing, a corner dedicated to 
his name and his 26th birthday 


More KTM spoils in Moto3 with 
Maverick calling the shots to better 
his runner-up finish from 2012. Nicky 
Hayden rode to seventh place to 
better his 2012 finish by one slot 










































YOU CAN FIND ALL THE FEATURES AT 
WWW.KTM.COM 


150 HP (110 KW)/230 KG INCL. 23 LITRES OF FUEL 

C-ABS/TRACTION CONTROL WITH 4 MODES + OFF 

15,000 KM SERVICE INTERVALS 

COMPREHENSIVE TECHNOLOGY AND 
SAFETY PACKAGES 


MHt_PDtJUERPFIRTS 
K0M_RiDE D RUN EE 


JK^MPULUERLUERR KHtDRiEiTWL SPRRE PR RTS 

MUtfiNRNCE 


Pack the limousine and head off on a relaxed trip. 

Accelerate the sports car dynamically out of the corners. 

Pilot the SUV along dirt tracks and across wild streams. 

For this you need three cars or just one motorcycle - the new 
KTM 1190 ADVENTURE! Fully specced with high-tech equipment 
for all your adventures-no matter where in the world! 

STANDARD EQUIPMENT: THE NEW 


KTM 


1190 ADVENTURE | 
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QBI BLOG 


CRT VALIDITY... 

By Matthew Roberts 



hat an incredible start it’s been to the 
2013 season, with three different winners 
from the first three rounds and just four points 
separating Marc Marquez, Jorge Lorenzo and 
Dani Pedrosa at the top of the championship. 

Much has been made of Marquez’s final corner 
move on Lorenzo at Jerez but the biggest news 
there was a first win of the season for Pedrosa, 
who answered premature doubts about his title 
credentials after being beaten by his rookie 
team-mate in Qatar and Texas. 


Brad has a contract with the team for 2014 but 
if Cal continues to produce the goods on the 
track I can’t see how Monster, or Herve Pon- 
charal, would seriously allow him to leave for 
another satellite or CRT team. Apart from any¬ 
thing else Dorna, who help bankroll that team, 
have just signed a big money broadcasting deal 
in the UK with BT Sport and having Crutchlow 
on a competitive bike is central to their market¬ 
ing strategy. Smith needs time to adapt to the 
elite category but, as we all know, time is the 
most precious commodity in the paddock. 



I have felt all along that this can still be Pedro¬ 
sa’s year but that an early win would be crucial 
to giving him the confidence he needs to put 
together a consistent run of form and a strong 
challenge. 


“If Aleix is overlooked for his 
brother then what hope is 
there for the CRT crowd...?” 


With so many anomalies at Losail and the Cir¬ 
cuit of the Americas his goal will have been to 
come back in one piece with solid points on the 
board and now he can look ahead with opti¬ 
mism and determination to a run of European 
races where the conditions will be more consist¬ 
ent and grip levels will be higher, giving him the 
opportunity to dominate. 


The possibility of Pol moving up to MotoGP got 
me thinking. With his elder brother Aleix cur¬ 
rently one of the stand-out riders in the elite 
category (he finished eleventh in Qatar and 
Texas and ninth at Jerez, a couple of seconds 
behind Andrea Dovizioso on the factory Ducati), 
who is more deserving of a factory ride? 


Cal Crutchlow has started the year in typically 
explosive fashion both on and off the track, 
suggesting in a recent blog on the BBC website 
that Pol Espargaro is being lined up by Yamaha 
to take his place in the Monster Tech3 team on 
a factory bike. 

Cal’s tongue-in-cheek suggestion was that they 
should both ride his current bike in an upcom¬ 
ing test in Argentina and see who was fastest, 
but in my opinion the guy who would be under 
the biggest threat should Yamaha go ahead and 
sign Pol is Bradley Smith. 


Hypothetically speaking, should factory teams 
be looking at a guy who is consistently the top 
CRT rider by a country mile or the top rider 
from Moto2 (which is far from a foregone con¬ 
clusion in the case of Pol)? 

If Aleix, who is still only 23 years of age by the 
way, gets overlooked for the sake of his brother 
then what is the hope for any of the other CRT 
riders of graduating to a competitive ride? 
Maybe they should all get on Cal’s bike and 
have a go? Heck, why don’t they all have a go 
on each other’s? 
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T hanks to KTM’s Freeride E the first major 
motocross race with the likes of Stefan 
Everts and Grand Prix riders Ken De Dycker 
and Jake NicholIs took place at the circuit of 
Zolder this month. Everts emerged victorious 
from the five-lap chase that took place at dusk 
in Belgium and OTOR asked some of the FIM 
Motocross World Championship regulars about 
the concept and its possible reach... 


Feature 


THE BIKE... 

Stefan: I had ridden the KTM Freeride E before 
but not for long. The bike itself is smaller than 
a normal 450 or 250 and is more compact. 

The weight is heavier than you think because 
of the electric engine and the battery. The rear 
brake is now where the clutch would be and 
you don’t need to shift but it’s only a few laps 
before you get used to it. The strangest thing 
for me was taking off for a jump; you can’t use 
a clutch or rear brake to balance it out in the 
air so you have to be precise with the position¬ 
ing. 

Jake: I was surprised how nice it looked. The 
majority of it is a battery and there is only so 
much you are going to be able to do with that, 
but it is based on the Freeride 350. When I 
climbed on it just felt like a normal bike. The 
only strange thing was when I set off and for 
the first few minutes that sensation of not hav¬ 
ing any controls by my feet. 

Ken: It felt like there was a thirty-kilogram 
weight difference. It is hard to make a direct 
motocross comparison because the track we 
raced on was short. It was hard-pack but we 
were using an enduro tyre. 
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THE RIDING... 


Stefan: The best part is that you can now talk 
while you ride, a bit like cycling! Just a joke 
but it is very weird to be able to hear things 
like the gate fall. The bike does make a noise 
because you hear the chain moving and there 
is also the wind. 

Jake: I guess the biggest thing was coming 
into the corners. With a normal combustion 
engine, particularly a four-stroke, when you 
shut off the gas the physics of that action 
pushes down the suspension and through 
doing that you get traction, especially on the 
front end. With the electric bike there was not 
much of that sensation and I had to shift my 
weight around the bike more. I actually had a 
small crash because of that reason. 

Ken: I was quite surprised at how fast it goes. 
There isn’t really a ‘cc’ on it so you don’t know 
what to expect when you get on it for the first 
time. 

Jake: It was so much fun and the same atmos¬ 
phere as going karting, we were shouting at 
each other going into corners rather than rev¬ 
ving the bike! 

Stefan: A normal motocross track is too long 
for these bikes they need to be on smaller 
course, like a longer supercross layout. 

Ken: The atmosphere is strange and they still 
don’t have the speed of motocross bikes. It is 
so quiet coming into corners, especially when 
you are close to another rider. 



Jake: The power stops at a certain level. It 
climbs so nicely but then hits a ceiling and 
stops. There was a young girl racing us and be¬ 
cause she was 50 kilos or something she was 
quick out of the gate and we struggled to catch 
her because we’d all reached that maximum 
level of power. I guess combustion engines 
would be the same if they were automatic but 
that’s where the gear changes can make the 
difference. Watching the race - because there 
were two groups at Zolder and I could watch 
the other one - I’d say the lack of atmosphere 
makes you realise just how much noise is part 
of motorsport and makes it so nice. 

Ken: I was a bit scared on the jumps at first. 

I thought it might dive in the air but after a 
few laps you learnt that if you keep the throt¬ 
tle open then it rights itself. The handling was 
good although the suspension needed to be 
harder but that’s just a personal setting. Riding 
the thing was just like being on a motocross 
bike, it even felt like a mountain bike some¬ 
times. 

Jake: When you ride a BMX and you hear the 
ground or gravel move when you slide...it was 
like that all the time! It was quite funny. We 
were in the gate and they’d show the 15 second 
board and we were talking to each other. You 
could hear the person next to you breathing 
and sucking in air! 







WHERE NOW? MORE RACES? 


Stefan: I think two-to-three years is too soon 
for the sport. Normally KTM should have the 
bike in production before next year and there 
will be a few hundred available. I think it will 
be a minimum of five years before we see 
anything like a championship for it. There are 
some competitors on the market but before 
you start racing you need a good level of pro¬ 
duction quantity. 

Jake: If you played around on one of these 
things a couple of hours a week it would be 
just like practicing. They have the same shape 
and dynamics. 


Ken: It is fun and if they develop more and 
more then it will become something that peo¬ 
ple will want to play with during the week. As 
for racing...l think there is still some way to go. 

Stefan: For me this bike is really good for 
people who want a first taste of off-road, which 
they could try in their back yard. You can ride 
it anywhere. It is not big and has good perfor¬ 
mance. It has a lot of bottom end and the top 
speed is not so extreme. It is a good bike for 
any rider and you could do some great trail 
riding with it. 






E-MX 


Ken: I think it would need a decent amount of 
physical energy to keep going faster. 

Jake: They need to move onwards with the 
concept now. There needs to be a series on 
Wednesday nights in each region for example, 
races of ten people under lights and in a town. 
There is zero noise, no fumes and nothing to 
complain about and it is still good to watch. 
We were battling at Zolder like we do here on 
these GP tracks. They need to make the most 
of it. I would be ‘up for it’ and I’m sure other 
motocrossers would be. 


Everts: “I think it will be 
a minimum of five years 
before we see anything 
like a championship ..." 


KTM 

FREERIDIE E 


The electric bike concept involves a perma¬ 
nent magnet synchronous motor in a disc 
armature design powered by a lithium battery 
that is easily removed and needs an hour and 
a half charging time. The weight is expected 
to be around 95kg. It has a low seat height of 
910mm and uses a fixed transmission ratio. 
The drive unit is completely water and dust 
proof and the 22km (30 horsepower) peak 
should mean around 30 minutes of riding time. 
Watch a video HERE to whet the appetite. 
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Products 



1 oo% 

100% continue to expand and their recent 
collection of causal and sunglasses gets a 
makeover for the latter half of 2013. Here is a 
range of their new cotton tees (Aslant, Fil- 
more, Merica, Scrambler and Spirit all at 24 
dollars each) with variations on design and, of 
course, carrying that immediately distinct and 
recognisable logo. 
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RODUCTS 




ALPINIESTARS 



Ultralight and comfortable the Atlas glove could 
almost be a hybrid design: something aimed 
for off-road and enduro that could easily serve 
for urban riding in the summertime. Priced at 
70 euros this combination of leather, lycra and 
mesh is rammed with reinforcements and other 
touches to make it as durable and breathable as 
possible while also amping protection and com¬ 
fort. Another item from the Italian company is the 
Youth Storm chest protector for kids. At 80 euros 
it comes in two colours and permits a degree of 
adjustment thanks to pivots and fasteners and a 
wedge of bio-foam. 
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‘On-track Off-road’ is a free, bi-weekly publication for the screen focus¬ 
sed on bringing the latest perspectives on events, blogs and some of the 
very finest photography from the three worlds of the FIM Motocross World 
Championship, the AMA Motocross and Supercross series’ and MotoGP. 
’On-track Off-road’ will be published online at www.ontrackoffroad.com 
every other Tuesday. To receive an email notification that a new issue avai¬ 
lable with a brief description of each edition’s contents simply enter an 
address in the box provided on the homepage. All email addresses will be 
kept strictly confidential and only used for purposes connected with OTOR. 
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